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The Catholic Apostolic 
Church - our January talk 
Thur. Janua:r:y 22nd 7 30pm 
Dr Williams' Library, 14 Gordon Sq, 
W.C.l 
The building of the Catholic Apostolic 
Cllurch in Gordon Square carmenred in 
1856 - it was designed by Raphael Brana-
m. The sect itself is one of the more 
unusual in the country and our lecture 
by David Tierney should prove of particu-
lar interest to rrembers as indeed will 
the venue. 

Memories of a London 
Schoolboy 
Thur. February 26th, 7.30pm 
swiss Cottage Lib racy, N. W. 3 
Serre :rrerrbers wi 11 have already bought 
the recent CGS publication 'M:mories of 
a London Schoolboy' • This is an edited 
ve:r:sion of the diaries (1826-30) of 
Jahn Thomas Pocock. Christina Cee, 
archivist to Keats House and co-editor 
of the Diary, will be talking about the 
fascinating rraterial there was available 
in the original manuscripts and also 
h0t1 the publication was corrpiled. 
'lhe Society has already received many 
camplirrents m the book and this talk 
will, we hope, encourage others to buy, 
as well as e~anding the scene for those 
who have already read it. 

WHERE WERE THEY? 
Can any rrerriber tell rre where Bellina 
Villas (Kentish Tcmn) and Camden Cottages 
were? I am looking for these in connec-
tion with a Joseph Cundall, a Victorian 
publisher and founder rrerrber of the Royal 
Photographic Society, who lived at 12 
Cam:len Cottages in 1847, and at 3 Bellina 
Villas in 1856. His son, Herbert Winstm 
Cundall, a writer, was baptised in 1848 
at St Pancras Old Church. 

Peter Cundall 

New Street History Groups 
Since the fonratian of the Society we 
have tried to publish corrp:rehensi ve 
historical guides to the streets of the 
borough. Three covered Hampstead and in 
addition we have a Camden Toim Walk and 
a Kentish TON.tl Packet. The Chalk Fann 
group have aJmost finished their work 
and with luck the Streets of Chalk Fann 
will be published this year. We would 
n0t1 like to turn our attention to both 
Sorre:r:s TONil and Blocmsbury. We would 
like to hear from any rrerribers who would 
like to take part in the research for 
these. They should contact our Secre-
tary, Mrs Jane Rarrsay, c/o swiss Cottage 
Libra:ry, Avenue Road, N. W. 3 

Transport Group 
The next rreeting of the Transport Group 
is an Friday, January 16th at 6pm at 
SWiss Cottage Libra:ry ~tings' Room. 

We are still investigating the Bass Store 
and we would like to kn0t1 the answers 
to certain questions: What is porter, 
why has it declined in popularity and 
was it drunk in particular by manual wo-r-
kers? Why was such a large volurre of beer 
( 3. 6 million qallons) stored at one tine 
and does porter need to mature? What were 
the dinensians of a 36 gallon barrel, h0,v 
much did it weigh and h0t1 was it handled? 
We have a number of other projects in hand 
and interested rrerrbers should contact rre 
at 31 Earlsrread Road, N .W .10 (969 2529). 

Jahn Lawson 

ADVANCE NOTICE 

Mar 12th: Prof. Bernard Crick on Ceorge 
O:rwell. 7. 30pm, Working ~n's College, 
Cr0tmdale Road, N. W .1. 
April: Talk still to be arranged 



Rara Avis 
The Wheater is a bird, 5½ inches in length, 
with a distincti-ve white rurrp and was 
euphemistically renarred to sound sorrething 
like the coarser, but nore descriptive Old 
English narre. 'Ibis bird is a rare visitor 
to .Hampstead Heath but it is said to have 
had an indirect connection with the forrrer 
~rship of part of the Heath and much of 
Hampstead. 
OVer 300 years ago, the finest and fattest 
of these birds were to be found on the 
Da/\lns about Beachy Head, the domain of Mr 
William Wilson a well-to-do gentleman of 
Yorkshire descent whose family fortunes re-
sulted from speculations in ironworks and 
marriages with heiresses. 
Wheatears were then a table celicacy and 
it was said that at a dinner given by the 
Earl of Ibrset to King Olarles II and the 
Duke of York, they had eaten 20 dozen of 
them. 'Ihe supply of wheaters was a great 
card in Mr Wilson' s hand and he played it 
freely and ably. That he was courting 
favour was patent but who shall say whether 
his loyalty or his wheatears had nost to 
do with his elevation to the rank of baro-
net alnost imrediately after the Restorat-
ion. One ma.y surmise that the latter was 
the case when considering the folla.ving 
letter from his nephew, secretary to the 
Earl of No:tWich, referring to another 
feast: 
' Hon. Sir, I must ackna.vledge that both 
yourself and IT!Y good aunte have bin never 
wanting in heaping of multituces of favours 
upon rre; but especially anong the rest, 
in presenting IT!Y lord with this noble 
present, which hath ma.ce such a deep impress-
ion in his lordship's thoughts of yourself 
and rree. Fbr our greater honour, his 
Lordship has carried your present in his 
a.vn hands and presented it to his Majesty, 
and told his Majesty from whence they cane, 
and his Majesty was pleased to say that he 
never eat such fat birds before. ' 
Mr Wilson got his baronetcy and there was 
obviously sorre truth in the old saying 
that wheatears deserved a conspicuous 
quartering in the Wilson coat of anns. 
Needless to say, the family prospered as 
a result of their new social status and 
this must have enabled them to look further 
afield in property a01uisition and advant-
ageous marriages. 
So began the line of baronets , the sixth 
of whidl, Sir 'Ihamas Spencer Wilson, a01-
uired the :wanor of Hampstead in 1777 and 
whose descendants, the MaJ::yon Wilsons, were 
to feature prominently in Hampstead' s 
history. 

I would like to write that a little bird 
told rre this but the source of infomation 
is the Sussex Archaeological Collections, 
Vol Xl 1859 , which contains extracts from 
ma.nuscripts of the Wilson family. 
NB. The 'Hampstead connection' began much 
ear lier than 1777. Prior to his succession 
the second baronet, Sir William Wilson, 
married Fechard Peacock of North End in 
1675. 

I find the connection with North End 
interesting. I knew a lady who could trace 
her ancestry back to 16 80 at North End. 
Also, a Mr Cranpton, who died last August 
aged 9 3 (Ramsey McDonald's chauffeur) carre 
from a line of North End resicents. His 
father was bailiff at Wyldes Fann (Tooley' s 
Fann). 

Eric Ceorge 

Publication News 
Reactions to our DIARY OF A u::NOON SCHOOL-
BOY by John Thanas Pocock have been rrost 
enthusiastic. Our rrembers found it a pop-
ular Olristmas present; bookshops have been 
re-ordering supplies, and schoolmasters 
have been reading extracts to their classes. 
The Ham & High and other local papers have 
adced their encouragerrent. 
Our :rrerrber, John Winter-Lotirrer, has been 
doing sorre research on John Pocock' s fanous 
walk to Has tings, as he kna.vs the route well. 
Che inexplicable ent:r:y in the diary refer-
red to walking da.vn Madarre's Court Hill, 
sorrewhere south of Branley, and our rrerrber 
has identified this as Polhill, south of 
Badgers M:)unt on the A2 l. 'Ihe Ordnance 
Survey shONs buildings marked as Morants 
Court, and this is preslll'l'lably the narre 
that our diarist misheard. 
Various otl;ler queries rema.in to be answered. 
Can other :rrerrbers he ]p? Where was the 
West End Olapel rrentioned on 13. 4.28? 
Who was Sarrbro, quoted on 21. 8.28? What 
were cheese-cutter legs (17.12.29)? And 
what is the origin of 'Another pint for 
the printer' (29.8.29)? 
Good news for CHS rrerrbers. We are keeping 
the price of the Diary da.vn to £2 . 50 for 
them (instead of £3) until further notice. 

Olristopher Wade 



The Hampstead Heath 
Rail Disaster 
Gillian Tindall sends the follo.ving ex-
tract from 'Our Railways, their Origin, 
Ieveloprrent, Incident and Ranance' by J 
PenGlletan (Cassell 1896) : 
'It was ... the boast of the London and North-
Western that they had never had a great 
disaster; but within the last few years ... 
the carpany have not been quite so fortu-
nate, arid the :rrerrory of Easter 1892, is a 
sad one in many a family an account of the 
piteous disaster that occurred an Harrpstead 
Heath Station. 'Ihousands of holiday-makers 
had climbed the hill and roaned about the 
Heath - joyous, exhuberant, light-hearted -
a typical I.a1.don cro.vd out on Bank Holiday, 
delighted with the ccnsciousness that they 
were free for a few hours from the city's 
roar of traffic and incessant round of toil. . 
'Clouds gathered this day on the Heath; 
rain and sleet fell; and the people, am::mg 
whom were many young children, surged to.v-
ards the railway station. 'Ihe platfonn 
was soon cro.vded, and the staircase leading 
davn to it rapidly got into the sarre cond-
ition. 'Ihe carrpany were running trains 
every quar;ter of an hour to the City, with 
special trains in between; but this train 
rroverrent was altogether inadequate to carry 
away the struggling multitude. 'Ihe passen-
gers on the edge of the platfonn, fearing 
lest they should fall beneath the passing 
trains, pushed backward, and the cro.vd be-
hind, having no outlet, found therrselves in 
the midst of a frightful crush. 'Ihe station 
was of curious make. 'Ihe ticket-collector's 
box, instead of being at the top, was at the 
bottom of the staircase, encroaching on the 
passage way, and near it was a pair of gates 
that opened inwards. Beyond these gates -
which, according to the stationmaster's story, 
were open an the day of the disaster - a 
flight of 30 steps led to the booki.'1.g off-
ice, and dCJNrl these stairs the people hurr-
ied, until they were inextricably wedged 
into a dense mass, struggling and screaming 
for help. 
'Such was the crush that the back of the 
ticket-collector's box was smashed in, and 
sarre of the panes were shattered. A man's 
head was forced through the glass on the 
right hand side of the box, and he was 
po.verless, with his throat cut just across 
the broken glass. "For God's sake, stand 
back; you will kill him~" cried Exton, the 
ticket-collector, trying in vain to push 
the excursionists head away. Cn the other 
side of the ticket-box another man narro.vly 
escaped having his ear shaved off by the 
broken glass; and a boy had his head jam-
rred between the box and the ra.1..ungs. 'Ihis 
boy, tripping against one of the rail-foot 

projections an the staircase, fell against 
the box, others sturrbled over hiul, and the 
pressure of the crowd, partly fran the plat-
fonn but dliefly fran behind, wrought the 
mischief. At the top of the staircase there 
were jokes and frolic, and the refrain of 
the senseless song "Ta-ra-ra bCXJm-de-ay". 
At the bottan of the staircase there were 
the cries and screams of an entangled mass 
of people. So fierce was the struggling 
that a child was dragged fran its rrother's 
anrs, so fearful the crush that many warren 
swooned, and one ro.v of excursionists were 
pressed, as in a vice till their faces be-
carre blue through lack of breath. When the 
peril was realised by those free to act, the 
work of rescue was prarrpt; but it was 
found that no fewer than eight persons - two 
waren and six boys - had been crushed to 
death. I 

At the inquest the Ju:ry found that the tick-
et box was dangerously placed, and that 
rrore arrangerrents were needed to regulate 
the traffic of passengers. 'Ihe station was 
subsequently m:xlified, with a new upstairs 
office and a new entrance. In that form it 
survived till its corrplete rebuilding in 
the late 1960s. 
'Ihis disaster, unlike that of 1861 on the 
sarre line (see 'Ihe Kentish Tavn Packet) doos 
not seem to have passed into local history, 
and I have not care across an account of it 
elsewhere. It is, I suppose, too much to 
hope no.v, in 19 80, that any of our reader-
ship is likely to rerrernber it, but possibly 
sane :rrerrber of rns recalls it being rrenticn-
ed when they were children? 

WEST HAMPSTEAD MULBERRIES 
A recent purchaser of our Streets of West 
Harrpstead (no.v sold out) read with interest 
an page 44 'Four mulberry trees reputedly 
marked the corners of the (KiJbum) Priory 
Estate •.. in Quex Road, Boundary Road, 
Springfield Lane and the fourth sorrewhere 
near St Mary's Church. Ho.vever, no trace 
of these trees has been found today. ' 'Ihe 
reader wrote to us from 196 Goldhurst 
Terrace, which is near St Mary's, to report 
a very large old mulberry tree in her gar-
den. Can anyone find the other three? 

LAMAS TOURS 
'Ihe London and Middlesex Archaeological 
Society are organising a nurrber of for-
eign tours this year. 'Ihey include Rare, 
Florence, Sienna, the Chateaux of the 
Loire, Greece etc. Full particulars may 
J:>e obtained from Lawrence Snell, 27 
Wooley Hill, Selly Oak, Bi:rmingham B29 W .... 
(Send s.a.e.) 



I was delighted to see on receiving 
carnc:en Histm:y Ieview No 8 and Newsle~ter 
No 61 that I could associate nwself with 
sarrething on almost every page. 
Take the :Newsletter first. I w.as bom <;11d 
bred in St Silas Street at No 24, w~er:1 it 
was called Preston Street. It was Joined 
to Marsden Street by a short road which 
nav is like an archway leading fran Mars-
den Street to the ' square' fonn:ing garage 
approach. We called this short street 
, 'lhe Opening' • 1"t{ rrother' s p~nts we~ 
the first tenants of No 2 4 and it cant:in-
red in nw family's tenancy for a hundred 
years. It is surprising that I never 
knew this other M:xxly family so close to 
us. 
en page 6 of am 8 is a picture of the 
Tailors' Alrrshouses. Our house backed 
up to these and nw brother and I had a 
room which looked out to a wmctav ot a 
room whidl, we understood, was used as 
a rrortuary there. 'lhe church bell would 
toll for a death and young as we were we 
would keep our heads under the bed 
clothes in case a ghost appeared. 
I rroved fran Kentish Tavn in 1950 having 
been married at Holy Trinity, Clarence 
Road, in 1927, and I had a sma.11 shop at 
the top of Hanrood Street in the early 
days of the Second World War. I was in 
' z • Battery of the Hare Guard manning the 
Rocket Projectors s~tioned by the flats 
at South End Road. 

On page 12 of the !€view IIEntion is ma.de 
of a particular rainfall at Haverstock 
Hill on April 10/11 1878. This must have 
been the storm nw father told us of. Two 
IIEn went davn into the sewers but the 
stonn carrE on and they dravned. Che body 
was found as far <:May as BCJvv and the other 
never discovered. 

Albert Edward M:xx:ly 

NEW MEMBERS 
New nernbers include: 
Michael Chambers, I. Park.in, Miss Lucie 
Polak, Miss R. Shei ls , Mrs Anne swain , 
D. Whyman 

THE SOCIETY 
'Ihis Newsletter is edited by Jchn Richard-
son, 32· Ellington St, N.7. (607 1628), to 
whom all ccntributions should be sent. 
'Ihe Secretary of the Society is Mrs Jane 
Ramsay, swiss Cottage Library, N.W. 3. The 
Treasurer is Miss Helen Iefray at the sane 
address. Edi tor of Publications is 
Christopher Wade, 28 Willoughby Road, N.W.3 

DATE REQUIRED 
'Ihe photograph shavn of Waterlav Park 
with St Joseph's Church, Highgate in the 
background, has been printed fran a lant-
ern slide loaned to us by one of our 
:rre:rrbers. We would welcoIIE rrore precise 
dating from your :rre:rrbers. 

Dr Joan Schwitzer 
Chai:rman, Homsey Historical Society 
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George Orwell - our March talk 
March 12th, 7. 30prn 
Working M9n' s College, Crcwndale Rd, N. W .1 
Last year a major new biography of Ceorge 
Orwell appeared by Professor Bernard Crick. 
It attracted Im1ch critical acclaim. Orwell 
lived for sane tirrE in Camden - a plaque 
was installed last year at 50 Lawford Road, 
Kentish Tcwn, one of his addresses. His 
career spanned education at Eton, Imlch 
poverty, working at a bookshop in South 
End Green and fighting in the Spanish 
Civil War. He has put into our collective 
consciousness a year - 1984 - which we 
dread as though it was a precise prediction 
by him, although the conditions he describes 
could occur at any tirrE. 

We have been fortunate in persuading Prof. 
Crick to talk to us on Orwell in March 
and we look forward to it very Imlch. 

Advance Notice 
May 18: St Pancras Church Hall, Lancing 

St, N. W .1. Basil Leverton on Funeral 
Undertaking in Camden 

June : Date aD.d venue to be announced. 
Beatrice Shearer on Population Studies 

July 23: The Holrre, Pegent's Park. AGM 
and Dr Ann Saunders on the Villas of 
Regent' s Park together with Exhibition 

July 4: Conducted walk from Gospel Oak 
to Kenwood led by Peter Barber 

Aug: date to be announced. Outing t? 
Hastings area based on the Pocock Dia:ry 

Sep: to be arranged 
Oct 20: Jack Straw's Castle, North End 

Way, N. W. 3. Andrew Prescott on The 
Peasants' Pevolt 

Nov 19: Venue to be announced. Dr Helen 
Wallis on the Maps of North London 

Dec: To be announced 

The Ragged Schools 
of St Pancras 

J'Vbn. April 6th 7. 30pm 
Holborn Central Library, Theobalds Rd, W. C .1 
Anyone familiar with research into Cam-
den' s local history will knew that there. 
is little surmiarised info:rmation on its 
social history and in particular on the 
treatrrent of the poor. The material is 
there - masses of it - to be researched 
but the historian is on practically virgin 
territory. One rrember of the CHS who is 
working in this field is Richard Conquest 
whose interest lies in the poorer areas 
of St Pancras and this talk is the result 
if one aspect of his studies. 
The Ragged Schools were the first places 
of any size to give education to children 
without rreans and they have an import,mt 
place in the developrrent of national 
and local education. 

Subscription Renewals 
Subscriptions for the year 1981-2 are 
due on March 1st. It is a great help to 
the Treasurer if these are paid prarrptly 
by those rrembers who have not signed a 
Banker's Order. Rates are as follCMs: 
Individual £ 3. 00 
Joint: £3.50 
Associates £3.50 
OAP and full t:i.rre students £2. 50 
Cheques should be made payable to the 
Camden History Society and sent to the 
Treasurer, c/o Swiss Cottage Library, 88 
Avenue Road, N.W.3 together with the renew-
al fonn enclosed with this Newsletter. 
Subscriptions may nCM be covenanted for 
four (or seven or ten) years. It would be 
appreciated if nore rrembers would agree to 
sign covenants 



New Members' Meeting 
Every now and then the Society holds a 
special meeting for new members or those 
who want to find out rrore. about the Society. 
The meeting takes the fonn of introductory 
talks from some of the Society's officers 
plus a guided tour around the local history 
collection at swiss Cottage including the 
strong-room of treasures in the basement. 
The tour is a revelation to rrost and quite 
often members later join research groups 
or take up an individual project. 
The next New Members' meeting is on Monday 
April 13th, in the Children's Library at 
Swiss Cottage, starting at 7.15pn 

The AGM and Nominations 
for Officers 
The Society usually holds its Annual Cen-
eral M::!eting in a historic building in 
the borough. To coincide with an irrport-
ant exhibition depicting the Villas of 
!€gent's Park, the :rreeting this year has 
been postponed to July 23rd. We are able 
to hold it at 'l'he HoJ..rrE, Bedford College 
and Dr Ann Saunders, London historian and 
vice-president of the Society, will be 
the speaker. 
M:mlbers are invited tro submit nominations 
for officers and :rrembers of the Council. 
The present list is as follaws : 

President: Charles lee 
Vice Presidents: R.M. Robbins, W.R. Maid-
rrent, Lord Greenwood, Dr Ann Saunders, 
Prof. Valerie Pearl 
Chai:nnan: John Richardson 
Vice-Chainnan: Gillian Tindall 
Secretary: Jane Ramsay 
Treasurer: Miss Helen I.efroy 
Publications Editor: Christopher Wade 
M3etings Secretary: Horace Shooter 

OLD LONDON POSTCARDS 
Postcards have been re-discovered as a source 
of local history - the local libraries of 
Edwardian tines did not collect conterrporaxy 
photographs, an oroission which errphasises 
the work of a local history departrrent in 
their retention of current material. New 
books of postcard views are therefore wel-
carre hawever presented and priced. 

Recently published is 'Old London Postcard 
AThum' edited by Olarles Skilton a past 
President of the Postcard Association, price 
£4.95 published by Skilton and Shaw. 
To.rey mind though I find this publication 
with only 48pp hopelessly overdressed in 
hard cover and badly overpri02d when 
one considers that rrost of the 86 illust-
rations are of 02ntral London views and 
printed in a rather dull sepia. 
If one is to publish a book with this 
title then its range ought to be larger 
or else there should be regional booklets 
such as the Then and No;,.,r series gives us . 

JR 

PICTURES WANTED 
Mr Harold Ford is researching a fa:rrous 
murder which occurred in Agar Grove ( then 
St Paul' s Road) in Edwardian tinEs. He 
is particularly interested in tracking 
dawn old postcards, or photocopies, of 
three pubs connected with the murder -
The Eagle (corner of Camden Road and 
Royal College St.) , The Adam and Eve at 
the corner of Euston Road and Hanpstead 
Road, and the Pindar of Wakefield in 
Grays Inn Road. Can any :rrember help? 
Mr Ford's address is 24 Woodside Road, 
Irby, Wirral, J\'erseyside L61 4UL 

BURGH HOUSE HAPPENINGS 
Archivist: Malcolm Holrres live are already shawing two exhibitions 

. . at Burgh House which have been extended 
Council M:mlbers: E.G. Br<:15~ington, Anthony to the end of March: they are Hanpstead 
Cooper, Mrs C .M. Cee, Phil~p Greenall, Coral Schooldays and Eleanor Farjeon. Follaw-
Hawells Oie7ry Lavel~, r:eirdre I.e Fa,ye, Rose- ing these in April will be an unusual 
mary Weinstein, Ann Winser and exciting exhibition of original 
Co-opted M:mlbers: John Lawson, David 'Ihanas drawings called 'Views Around the Heath'. 
Peter Barber These are sketches of Harrpstead, Highgate, 
Audi tor: p. Russell Kentish Tc:wn and the Heath area -attrib-

NEW MEMBERS 
flew TIEIIbers include Mrs P.A. Clarke, M. 
Green, Ruth and David Hayes, D. Jockelson, 
I:ebby Hyams, _flfyra Malkin, Miss S .A. Nicholls, 
Mrs M. Orson, Mr Payne, Miss S. Pittard, 
.Ms Paola Pq:mlin, Mrs D. Rau, Mrs P. Robin-
son, A. Sacks, K. Sugden, .Ms A. Taylor, 
Mr and Mrs J .R. Williams 

uted to John Claude Nattes and they were 
done between 1810 and 1815. The sketches 
capture the remote rurality of the Heath 
and a dewy evocation of Harrpstead and 
its surroundings as Keats and Constable 
knew them. All the drawings will be 
for sale at pri02s between about £8 and 
£30, so this is a chan02 for CHS rrembers 
to ao:Juire original drawings of histori-
cal and local interest. 

dlristopher Wade 



HIGHGATE EXHIBITION 
'Ihe Highgate Literary and Scientific In-
stitution has had to postpone the exhib-
ition describing its lecturers planned for 
January 1981, as announred in the November 
Newsletter. It is nCM hoped to hold this 
frcm May 9 to 16th 1981. 
'Ihe forthcaning e.xhibi tion will be larger, 
as in addition to illustrating the life 
and work of many of the lecturers who 
have cone to the Institution during the 
last 100 years, it will include items 
displayed in the exhibition held last 
October, and other exhibits of interest. 

BELLINA VILLAS 
Anthony Cooper, Christopher Hall and 'V. 
Landyrnore have all responded in locating 
Bellina Villas and Camden Cottages for 
Peter CUndall (Newsletter 63). Bellina 
Villas were on the west side of Fortess 
Road between WillCM Walk and Lady SOirer-
set Road. Camden Cottages were on the 
north east side of St Pancras Way, cross-
ing Camden Road, fran WiJ.rrot Plare to 
Agar Grove. 

The Hampstead Triplet 
Deirdre le Faye sends us an extract fran 
the Strand Magazine V:ol. XVI in 189 8 
which dealt with triplets. It pictures 
a Harrpstead trio. 'Iheir Sll.Illarre is Nichols 
and their christian narres are Ernest, 
Arrelia and Frederick and they live at 
one of the Mount Vernon cottages in 
Harrpstead. The illustration of them, 
taken by Porter Brothers of Harrpstead 
shCMs them at eleven rronths • old. The 
article relates : 
''Ihe triplets are nCM sixteen rronths old, 
and have just recovered from a bad attack 
of whooping cough. They were very delicate 
when they were three months old, but as 
thev have so sucressfully recovered it is 
likely that they will easily recover 
from other illnesses. They are nCM 
healthy children, one boy being already 
able to stand. The contributor to the 
Strand is ' anxious to get sarething for 
the parents of the triplets, who are only 
working people, and can ill afford the 
expense involved. The father is a 
plumber's labourer.' 
It is a long shot but can any :rrember 
fill in the 20th rentury story- of them? 

Highgate Road Chapel 
To cormernorate the 100th anniversary of 
Highgate Road Chapel in 19 77 Ann Winser, 
one of our rrembers, has published a histo:r.:y. 
Its foundation was the work of Janes Cox-
eter, a surgical instrurrent maker who lived 
in what was then called The Grove opposite 
the site of the chapel. In 187 4 the estate 
which conprised Grove End House, Lodge and 
Villa cane on the market. Coxeter bought 
the Lodge and Villa and gave the villa to 
the London Baptist Association and then 
fo:rrred a corrmi. ttee to raise the noney to 
build a chapel there. 'Ihe Chapel was 
eventually to build a mission hall as well 
at 20 Fortess Grove (the Falkland Hall) 
and send missionaries into darkest Highgate 
New TCMn. 
'Ihe story of its foundation and subseqrent 
career is told in Miss Winser's accourit. 
AJ.rrost all the infonnation is, as far as 
I knCM, presented for the first tine and 
we should be, grateful to her for her 
thorough research and the tenacity in 
seeing it published. 
(Highgate Road Chapel - A Brief Histo:r.:y. 
35pp, A4 size, duplicated, illustrations, 
prire SOp. Obtainable from Ann Winser, 
68b Tw'isden Road, N.W.5) 

J.R. 

Carrden has many hospitals. Four of them, 
from postcards of the first decade of 
this rentury, are presented here. 

The Hospital for Sick Children Great 
Orrrond Street. Nurses House, No 44 
Gt Orrrond Street 



Harrpstead Ceneral Hoopi tal nCM 
:rebuilt as the Royal Free 

J\bunt Vernon Hoopital, Harrpstead 

St Pancras Infi.rma:ry, Pancras Way 
comer with Crcwndale Road 
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The St Pancras Way of Deatti 
'Carpent.er, Undertaker Etc' 
a taJk by Basil I.Bvertan 
May 18th, 7. 30pm at Regent's Park 
Lil:Jra:ry, Robert Street, N. W .1 

Almost certainly the oldest fi:rm in Camden 
is I.Bvertans, the funeral.undertakers of 
Camden Tcwn. 'Ihey began in 17 89 opposite 
ToJners Square which was then a reservoir. 
In those days undertakers were usually 
car:pent.ers as well - which explains the 
title of Basil I.Bvertan' s taJk. 'Ihe 
history of the fi:rm covers that period 
when funerals were both ostentatious and 
mawkish, with much regard to social status. 
It will be a fascinatJng taJk. 
The venue is a new one for us - it is 
just off Hampst.ead Road. Nearest tube 
stations are Mornington Crescent and 
Warren Street. 

Advance Notice 
July 23rd, 6. 30prn: 'Ihe Annual Cenerai 
~eting, 'Ihe HoJrce, Bedford College, 
Regent's Park 

Aug 8th: Outing, principally to Hast-
ings, but connect.ed with the travels of 
John 'Ihanas Pocock 

Seo: ( date to be arranged) a West 
Harrpst.ead Syrrposium 

Oct 20th, 7.30pm: ''Ihe Peasants' Fevolt' 
by Andrew Prescott, at Jack Straw's 
Castle 
Nov 19th: 'Ihe Maps of North Landan by 
Dr Helen Wallis 

NEW MEMBERS 
New ITErnbers include: 
Mrs P. Clarke, M. Green, Mr and Mrs 
D. Hayes, D. Jockelson, Ms D. Hyams, 
Ms M. Ma.Jkin, Miss S. Nicholls, Miss 
M. Orsm, Mr Payne, Miss S. Pittard, 
Ms P. Populin, Mrs D. Rau, Mrs P. Rob-
insm, A. Sacks, K. Sugden, Ms A. Tay-
lor Mr and Mrs J. Williams, Mr and 
Mrs J. Bishq:>, Mrs E. Dicker, Dr. J 
Gage , A. M:)s tyn, Miss J. Newell, Mrs 
A. Williamson, J. Wynne 

Population Studies 
our June talk 
June 16th, 7.30pm 
Swiss Cottage Library 
The study of population - its content 
and moverrent - has becare an important 
one in local history research. It 
takes into account social upheavals, 
industrial developrrents, fashionable 
changes and its analysis helps to give 
overall perspective to the history of 
an area. Beatrice Shearer, of the 
Cambridge Populatim Studies Group, is 
an ac:kn0t1ledged authority on the 
subject. 

The Annual General Meeting 
The Annual C'-BI1.eral ~eting this year is 
at The HoJrce, Bedford College, Fegent' s 
Park on July 23rd, and coincides with 
an exhibition of the Villas of Fegent's 
Park. We are fortunat.e that Dr. Ann 
Saunders, a Vice-President of the Society, 
will give a taJk on the subject of the 
exhibition. 
The :rreeting is, of course, free to rrembers, 
but we have also arranged for refresh-
rrents and wine aft.er the :rreeting. These 
will ccst £2 and the enclosed fo:rm should 
be returned by July 8th to"give us sooe 
idea of the numbers to cat.er for. ~rs 
are invited to bring guests if they wish. 
You are invited for 6. 30pm to see the 
Exhibition, the rreeting will begin at 7pm 
and the taJk at 7. 30prn. Fefreshrrents will 
be at 8.15pm 

HIGHGA'IE WALK 

'Ihe Society is having an unusual 
Highgate waJk on July 4th. It will 
follav the St Pancras-Hampst.ead boundary 
from Gospel Oak to the Kenwood area 
with diversions east and west. Our 
guide is Pet.er Ba.mer and we shall be 
rreeting at Gospel Oak station, Mans-
field Road at 3pm 



Publication News 
Carrden Libraries have :recently published 
an illustrated folder whidl cxntains 
'details of walks around the historic 
houses ot' Hampstead and Highgate cpen to 
the public. It is available free at 
libraries and is called 'A Day Out in 
Hanpstead and Highgate• . 
·Homsey Historical Society, which recently 
celebrated its 10th anniversary, are soon 
to publish their seccnd Highgate Walk 
called 'Rural Highgate'. 

.Merrbers may also be interested in 'The 
Hungry Years: the struggle for survival 
in Edmcnton and Enfield before 1400 ' . 
Until nON -we have knONn alm:Jst nothing of 
Enfield, Edmcnton and Southgate throughout 
those centuries called rrediaeval. Indeed 
it had been thought that little could be 
discovered, but after 4 years' labour the 
author, David Pam, with a band of helpers, 
has uncovered the stories of a multitude 
of criminals, labourers, peasants and 

· rrerchants who were there six or seven 
hundred years ago. He shONs them working 
in the fields, quarrelling over boundary 
marks, the trade and the buildings. There 
is endemic violence of vast proportions 
ccnpa:red with our own tirres. Murders are 
cacmcnplace, punishrrent is harsh. 
The bod< has 11 illustrations and 2 maps. 
Copies may be obtained fran David Pam, 
Southgate TONn Hall, ' Green Lanes , N. 13 
price £1.10 inc. postage. Make cheques 
payable to the Edrronton Hundred Historical 
Society. 
M::mlbers may wish to be :reminded of The 
London Journal which caitains excellent 
and authoritative articles ai aspects of 
Lendon' s history. It costs £ 8 per annum 
(2 issres) and may be obtained c/o I:Bpt 
of History, Queen Mary's College, Mile 
End Road, E. 1. 

SOVEREIGN MEMBER 
Congratulations to Philip G:reenall, a 
rrember of our Council, who has been elected 
President for 1981-3 of the Lcndon Numis-
matic Club. His current interest is in 
17th century Middlesex tokens - issued 
when there was a coin shortage. He tells 
us that the hobby though intriguing is 
frustrating in that prudence dictates that 
his collection has to :remain in a bank 
strongman. 

Mr Gregory 
Gililym Gregory, knOIID to everyone as Greg, 
died in March. He was the second secre-
tary of this Society and the longest-serv-
ing before he retired and -went· to live in 
Wiltshire. An obituary by Frank Cole, Dir-
ector of Carrden' s libraries is printed be-
lON. 
I first knew Greg in St Pancras days and he 
always inp:ressed rre by his nodesty, enquir-
ing mind and efficiency. He can be c:redi ted 
with keeping the cause of local history 
alive well before it becaIIE popular, and 
with the grcwth of this Society. He took an 
early :reti:rerrent to live in the countryside 
which he liked so Imlch and near to Wales 
where he carre fran, but even then took 
another job in social work and kept up his 
interest in local history there, making 
occasional visits to Camden, arranging last 
year's outing and sending helpful letters 
fran tirre to tirre. He will be much missed. 

John Richardson 
GvILYM: GREGORY died an 10th March 19 81. 
After graduating in 19 38 he attended the 
School of Librarianship at University 
College, London. War service was follo.ved 
by brief periods working in libraries in 
the West Riding and Jllerton & I-brden. When 
he :retired on rredical grounds in 1976 he 
had se:rved the St Pancras and Ca:rrden lib-
rary services for just 29 years, having 
been Assistant Director since 1974 with 
:responsibility for the appointrrent and 
training of staff and for general adminis-
tration follo.ving the :reorganisation of 
the Boroughs in 1965. 
G.vilym Gregory was a quiet, scholarly yet 
versatile librarian: he gained considerable 
satisfaction fran his editorship of the 
library magazine, the St Pancras Journal 
and its successor the Carrden Journal. He 
thus seerred a natural choice as Secretary 
of the Society which he se:rved for six 
years and his carpetent handling of its 
affairs contributed to a rapid grONth of 
rrembership and activity. Mr Gregory est-
ablished close links between the Society 
and ·the Borough and was rrodestly proud 
of this :relationship, the envy of coll-
eag1Es in sare other areas. 
It is sad that his death follo.ved so soon 
after his reti:rerrent and move to Wiltshire. 
Our synpathy gees to his wife, son and 
dciughter. 

Frank Cole 



New Acquisitions 
I hope to make this a regular feature of 
the Newsletter, listing not just new 
publications but inportant donations 
or purchases of older material. I will 
also be including interesting additions 
in the recent past which many IIEITibers 
may be unaware of. 

The shelf number of material is sh0tm 
for rrost i terns and it can be of assist-
ance if this is quoted. Copies added 
to Swiss Cottage Local History Library 
are sh0tm by 'A' and to Holbom by 'B' , 
all items for referenre use only. Other 
copies may often be found in other 
Camden lending or reference libraries. 

Malcolm Holnes 
Local Hist01:y Librarian 

ANNUAL ABSTRACT OF GREATER IDNOON STAT-
ISTICS (GLC) 
One of the major sources of statistical 
data available for London. Current and 
all previous editions in stock. later 
Newsletter will list statistical sourres 
old and new. ( 40 A) 

CIAY TOBACCO PIPES (Eric Ayto) 1979 
22 • 9 3 Panphlet A and B 

A GUIDE 'ID IDNIDN' S CHURCHES (M. Blatch) 
1978. (16 A & B) 
HO/il OLD IS YOUR HOUSE? (Panela CUnnington) 
1980. 
i2nphasis on architectural styles, feat-
ures and materials with an introductory 
chapter an docurrentary sources. 
57.1 A 

ELGAR: THE HA..11.1PSTEAD SCENE (Dr. L. Eick-
hoff 19 80) 75. 1 ELGAR Panphlet. A 

EUS'IDN ROAD SCl!OOL catalogue of an exhib-
ition of paintj.ngs and drawings (1948) 
5 3. 290 4 Panphlet A 

PLACE-NAMES OF GREATER IDNIX)N (John Field 
1980) 89.2 A & B 

TAPE RECORDING I.DC.AL HIS'IDRY (David 
Haines 1977) 00.0013 Parrphlet A· 

HOUSE PRICES IN THE GLC AREA 1939-71 
Danuta Jachniak 60. 8 Panphlet A 

CECIL SHARP HOUSE: A SOOVENIR (David Jex 
1980) 54.52 Panphlet A 

HCM' TO RECORD GRA\7EYARDS (Jerenw Jones 
1979) 74.5 Panphlet A 

A ProIBCT IN\7ESTIGATING THE ARCHITECT-
URAL AND DESIGN HIS'IDRY OF JOHN BARNES 
DEPARIMENT STORE AND ST. JOHN'S COURI' 
FINCHIEY IDAD ( Open University Project 
1979) 64 JOHN A 
ASLEF 1880-19 80 (Brian Murphy) 
61. 921 Panphlet A 

THE HIS'IDRY OF ISLINGI'ON (Jdm Nelson 
1811) Faes. edition with 79 extra 
illustrations 96.9 A 
HOO 'ID RECORD YOUR FAMILY TREE (Patrick 
Palgrave-Moo:re 1979) 
I see ,many enquirers into family history 
searching through their haphazard file 
of notes, often being oonfused by the 
entries they have rnade. This book 
stresses the irrportance of unambiguous 
systematic reoording and suggests various 
approaches. 74.01 Parrphlet A & B 

APPIDACHES 'ID I.DC.AL HIS'IDRY (Alan Rogers 
2nd ed. 1977) 
Very useful guidance to, and e:xplanatian 
of source material. 00 • 001 A & B 

ST. PANCRAS SOIOOL FOR MYI'HERS 
Scrapbook 190 7-
The first school in England to welcorre 
nothers to instruct them in infant hygiene. 
Opened in Cllalton Street and later :rroved 
to Arrpthill Square. This very useful 
donation would make an ideal source for 
an article or as a base for further res-
earch A 

SALTER REX 125 years of property servires 
1979. 
Founded 1854 by Joseph Salter in what is 
nav 311 Kentish TCMI1 Road, nav situated at 
265-7 Kentish TCMD Road. 60.82 Panphlet A 
THROUGH I.ONIDN BY CANAL 1885 
Ieprinted fra:n Harper's New Monthly Maga-
zine 1885 · 48. 32 A 

A METHODIST'S GUIDE TO IDNOON AND THE 
SOU'IH EAST (Jdm Vickers and Betty Young 
1980) 
Provides very useful historical data and 
walks. 18.5 Panphlet A & B 
THE GREAT NORIHERN RAHWAY Vol. 1 (John 
Wrottesley 1979) 48.591 A 



Somers Town Group 
A nunber of rrembers have e:xpressed int-
erest in the fonnation of a Sarers Tc:wn 
group which would have the aim of pub-
lishing a booklet en the area. This 
group will begin work soon and any other 
ITEJ;lbers interested should write to 
the Secretary. 

BURGH HOUSE EVENTS 
Future activities include: 
9-28th May: Exhibition of Paintings of 
Hanpstead by Dcnald Tavner 

16th May: Exhibition: The Manor of Harrp-
stead - the story of Hampstead from 
Anglo-Saxon tines and its agricultural 
history, arranged by David Sullivan 

17th May: Heath Walk: Plants of the 
Heath, led by Daniel Scott. (3pm) 

6th June: Exhibition: Elgar - the Hamp-
stead Scene, illustrating the carposer's 

life and work during his period at 
Netherhall Gardens. 

LOCAL HISTORY PUBLICATIONS FAIR. 

On May 15th at Holbom Library all the 
constituent library authorities in the 
Lendon and Hare C01mties area will dis-
play their c:wn local history publicat-
ions. camaen will, of course, be 
there, but rrembers are strongly urged 
to see what other authorities are 
doing. It starts at 12 noon. 

THE TRANSPORT GROUP 
'Ihe next rreeting of the Transport Group 
will be on 18th May at 6pm. 'Ihe main 
purpose of the rreeting is to finalise 
present research projects and to intro-
duce new rrembers to the activities. 
'Ihis will take place at Swiss Cottage 
library rreetings roan. 

FIRST THINGS FIRST~ 
A glirrpse of 19th century priorities 
may be obtained fran the St Pancras 
Vestry minutes of 1858. A deputation 
backed by a considerable number of 
ratepayers attended a vestry rreeting 
to protest against the Vestry fixing 
the date of the Vestry elections on 
the sarre day of the Ie:rby. After 
discussicn the Vestry climbed dc:wn 
and chose another date. 

JR 

VOLUNTARY HELP AT HIGHGATE CEMETERY 
'Ihe Friends of Highgate CerrEtery are 
continuing their series of (pen Days 
at this historic cerretery. The next 
three are on 7th June, 16th August, 
and 27th September. ~et at the gates 
in Swains Lane at 1pm (open until 5pm) . 
The Friends urgently require voluntary 
helpers to assist in the task of can-
piling a record of monurrents in the 
CerrEtery while they may still be read. 
Copying inscriptions and drawing IIDnu-
:rrents are the principal tasks involved 
but wo:rk also needs to be done collating 
the results with the records of burials 
and examining obituary colums and 
local newspapers for biographical info:rm-
aticn. If you are interested please 
ccntact Major Roy Battcock, 6 Mares-
field Gardens, N.W.3. Pecording takes 
place on Sunday afternoons fran 2pm to 
5pm, rreeting at the main gate in Swains 
Lane. 

LESLIE NEWMAN 
M:mibers will be pleased to learn that 
Les lie Newman is recovering from a 
recent illness. His address is 27 
MallCM Park, Pinkneys Green, Maidenhead, 
Berks 

SUBSCRIPTIONS PLEASE! 
All those rrembers who have not yet re-
newed their subscriptions (see previous 
Newsletter) are urged to do so as soon 
as possible - it saves our Treasurer a 
lot of time and e:xpense. 

This Newsletter is published by the 
Carrrl,m History Socie-cy and is edited 
by J dm Richardson to whan all contri -
butions should be sent at 32 Ellington 
Street, N. 7. 
SECRETARY: Mrs Jane Ramsay, c/o Swiss 
Cottage Library, Avenue Road, N .w. 3 
(278 4444 ext 3002) 

TREASURER: Helen Lefroy at the sarre 
address 
EDITOR OF PUBLICATIONS: Orristopher 
Wade, 2 8 Willoughby Road, N. W. 3 
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The Annual Meeting 
July 23rd at 6. 30pm 
'Ihe HoJ..rre, Bedford College, Regent's Park 
'Ihe Annual Ceneral M3eting was rrentioned 
at length in the last Newsletter. 'Ihis is 
mainly a reminder that it coincides with 
an exhibition of the Villas of Regent's 
Park and a talk on that subject by Dr Ann 
Saunders. Refreshrrents are provided after-
wards at a cost of £2 and a booking fonn 
for these was enclosed with the last news-
letter. 
We hope that many of you will care for 
what promises to be a very pleasant evening 
in one of our more picturesque locations. 
Fefreshrrents are of course optional and 
if you don' t want them do care to the 
rreeting anyway. 

CONFERENCE ON SOUTHERN DEFENCES 
'Ihe Society for Post M9dieval Archaeology 
is organising its autumn conference at 
:cover · this year. It has as its thene the 
later defences of southern England. 'Ihe 
proximity of the cmtinent has ensure¢! that 
:cover itself is rich in fortifications and 

f. 
the conference will be in :cover Castle. 
Among those giving papers will be Andrew 
Saunders, Chief Inspector of Ancient funu-
rrents, Arthur Conway, CUrator of local 
History at PortsmJuth Museum, Victor Smith 
well-knc:wn for his work en Kent defenres, 
and John Kenym who has made a special study 
of early artillery works on the South Coast. 
'Ihere will be a tour of the castle to look 
at its later features, as well as a visit' 
to Drop Redoubt, the rerently restored 
Grand Shaft and the remarkable Admiralty 
Turret. 
'Ihe Conference takes place m the 25-27th 
Septerrber. en the Saturday there will be 
a half-day trip to Calais to see sOITe of 
the later defences there. The nm-resident-
ial fee will be £12 which includes the 
calais trip and interested peep.le should 
apply by 22nd August to J .G. Coad, Baileys 
Feed, Salehurst, Robertsbridge, Sussex. 

The Society Outing 
August 8th 
This year's annual outing has been devised 
by Christina Cee. Usually we visit historic 
plares having a connection with Camden and 
this year our trip is linked to the diaries 
of John 'Ihanas Pocock, extracts of which 
were published by the Society last year. 
Consequently we. shall be folloong sane 
of the route he covered on his prodigiously 
long walks and visiting Hastings, Battle 
and Bodiam Castle. I:'Btails of tine and costs 
are on the enclosed booking fonn and rrerrbers 
are urged to book early. 

A Regents Canal Walk 
David 'Ihanas is organising an evening 
stroll through Regent's Park looking at 
items of interest en route on 'Ihursday, 16th 
July. 'Ihe walk will then go to Dingwall' s 
basin and the fonrer railway horse stables 
off Chalk Farm Road. Copies of the Society' s 
tc:wn trail covering the route will be 
available. 
M:!et at WaIWick Avenue underground station, 
6. 30pm. It will finish about 8. 45prn 

Advance Notice 
Sep (date still to be finalised) Symposium 
on West Hanpstead 

Oct 20 : 'Ihe Peasants' Revolt, 1381. Talk by 
Andrew Prescott at Jack Straw's Castle 
Nov 19: The Maps of North London by Dr 
Helen Wallis 

BURGH HOUSE EVENT 
On the 29th August Burgh House are mJunt-
ing an exhibition called 'WateJ:Ways of 
D:ndcn t • Aptly these are watercolours by 
David 'Ihanas (but not, confusingly enough 
our c:wn :rrernber David 'Ihc:rnas who is our 
expe:r;t on London Waterways). It runs until 
Septenber 10th. 



New Acquisitions 
!€cent aaruisitims to the Local History 
Collection are listed belav. Copies at 
SWiss Cottage Library are noted with the 
letter 'A' and at Holbom Library 'B' . 
I'LL FIGIT YOU FOR IT! Behind the struggle 
for Covent Garden. By Brian Ansm, Jma-
than cape 1981. (B) 
r::escribes the canfrmtatim which occurred 
with planners, architects, cmservatim-
ists, follaving proposals to m::we Covent 
Garden Market and replan a very large area. 
A REVOLurION IN IDNOON HOUSING. LCC hous-
ing architects and their work 1893-1914. 
By Susan Beattie. GLC/Archi tectural Press 
1980 (B) 
camden referenres, particularly to Bourne 
Estate in Holbom. 
PEOPIE' S THEATRE. By David Bradby and 
Jdm McCo:rmick. Croan Helm, 1978. (A) 
Particularly useful for its section rn the 
lhity 'Iheatre, with brief references to 
other a:::mnuni ty based theatres 
IDNOON STATUES : A guide to Lrndan' s out-
door statues and sculpture. By Arthur 
Byron. Constable 1981. (A and B) 
Well illustrated guide to the subject with 
useful key maps and brief details of 
sculptors. 
WELLS C'OATES: a nnnograph. By Sheroan 
Cantaauzino. Cbrdm ;Fraser, 19 7 8. (A) 
A<XJUired for the infonnation en the Lawn 
Road Flats 'Isoken' , designed by Coates. 
OPEN SPACES: nei! theatre and the RSC. 
by Colin Chambers. Eyre ~thuen 19 80. (A) 
Of particular value for accounts of the 
Warehouse, and 'lthe Place in Dukes Road. 
Much of the book deals with The Other 
Place. 
THE FAMILY HISTORY BOOK: a guide to 
tracing your ancestors. By Stella Colwell. 
Phaidrn 1980 · {A) 
Che of the fastest graving hobbies is 
family history, the next most popular seems 
to be writing books en the subject. One of 
the latest additims in the field. Well 
illustrated. 
WA.TE' S BOOK OF ImOON CHURCHYARD.S: a guide 
to the old churchyards and burial grounds 
of the City and central Lrndon. (A and B) 
!€vised by Harvey Hackman. Collins 1981 
Useful, up to date account. Gives the back-
ground to the local burial grounds , many of 
which are today used as pleasant gardens. 

PLANS OF IEASEHOLD ESTATES 1833-34 and 1835. 
R.A. and C!.H. Strachan. Manuscript notes 
and plans. (A) 
Shavs developrrent of part of the land bet-
~n what is nm Royal College Street and 
St Pancras Way. 

THEATRE IDNOON published by Lrndon Trans-
port 1980. (A and B) 
Infonnative guide both to current details 
for theatre gcers plus brief but useful 
history of each one. 

THE RAILWAY WORKERS 1840-19 70 by Frank 
McKenna. Faber 19 80 • (A) 
MJst of our books on railways deal mainly 
with the original expansion of the ccrnpanies 
and feats of railway engineering. A welcare 
addition is this volurre with its fascin-
ating detail of the life of a wide range of 
people involved in running the railways. 
While of general interest it does have a 
number of Camden references to e. g Hampden 
Club, Sarers TONI1, and to Camden and Kentish 
Tcmn sheds 

GRANDFATHER'S IDNOON by O. J. Morris. 
Cbdfrey Cave Associates 1979 repr. of 1956 
publication. (A) 
Ielightful illustrations and text an the 
street characters one often finds referenres 
to - cat-neat rren, organ grinders, fish haw-
kers etc. No carrrlen sCEnes but it helps to 
capture the atmosphere of ear lier days when 
similar characters walked camden streets 
CX)URI'AULD INSTITUIE ILLUSTRATION AR::llIVES. 
Archives 4. Late 18th and 19th rentury 
sculpture in the British Isles. Pt 10 , London. 
By Benedict Read and Philip Jackson-Ward. 
Harvey Miller/Courtauld Institute 1979. (A) 
Many Camden items particularly in Bloansbury -
the Russell Hotel and the sculpture taken 
fran the old Imperial Hotel well covered. 
Invaluable for details of i terns which may be 
difficult to see clearly fran the street. 
HAMPSTEAD AS IT WAS by Clive R. Smith. 
C.R. Smith, 1981. (A) 
Many postcards here have not been previously 
published in other books. In addition to 
the old views for each one a photograph is 
provided shewing the srene today. 

VICTORIAN BUILDINGS OF IDNIDN 1837-1887 
Gavin Stanp and Colin Artery. Architectural 
Press 19 80 . (A) 
Ill~trations with good descriptive accounts 
of over 100 significant buildings, about 15 
of which are in Carrden. Includes Holly 
Village, St Pancras Station, Church of Christ 
the King in Cbrdon Square, St Stephens. 

HENRY 'WELLC'OME: the man, his Collection and 
his Legacy. By Helen Turner. Wellcare 
Trus t/Heinernann 19 80 . (A) 
Account of•the v.iealthy philanthropist who 
left his great fortune and the future of 
his world wide phannareutical business for 
the support of rredical research. Based in 
Euston Road, the Wellcane Foundation also 
houses 'Ihe Museum of ~dical Science. 

MalcoLrn Holrres 



HAMPSTEAD AS IT WAS 

Che of the advantages of collecting 
postcards depicting Hampstead is that 
there are so many of them. You can go 
to a postcard fair and be reasmably 
oonfident of picking up at least one 
that you don't have in your collection. 
Clive Smith has been brave enough to 
launch out an his CM1 with a number of 
books featuring Edwardian postcards of 
north I.ondm - Golders Green, Finchley, 
Harrcw etc - and he nON publishes 
'Hampstead 'As It Was' ccmpiled and 
published by Clive Smith, 62Greyhound 
Hill, N.W.4. (Price £1.50) It mainly 
con.rems itself with buildings, street 
scenes and Hampstead Heath Fair and 
keeps away fran Heath scenes. Sarre of· 
the pictures are rare ones and Mr Smith 
should be enoouraged to go on publishing 
what, quite often, are the only photo-
graphic records of the ti.Ire still avail-
able. :r-fy' main criticism is that the 
book is erratically designed. 

Jahn Richardson 

DIARY IN IEMAND 
Orders and reorders for our Diary of a 
I.ondon Schoolboy continue to carre in 
from all over the comb:y and from the 
United States and South Africa. Among 
rerent reviews are that of the I.ondon 
Topographical Society's Newsletter: "'Ihis 
Diary gives a remarkably vivid picture of 
the day-to-day life of a boy between 12 
and 15 years old. " 'Ihat of the Cenealo-
gist's Magazine: "A fine example of what 
a local history society can do as a 
rontribution to family history in the 
shape of an attractively presented and 
illustrated booklet. 
In addition A.J .P. Taylor has just dis-
covered our Cam:Jen Tc:wn Walk - he :rrention-
ed it in his colunn in 'Ihe Listener on 
June 25th. "I am always on the look-out 
for new walks and have been surprised by 
finding me near hare. A neat little 
parrphlet presents ... a two-hour stretch 
of topography and li terar:y echces. Dick-
ens turns up in nearly every street. 
H.G. Wells was almost as rrobile. Sickert 
spent much of his life in Canrlen TOND and 
is also camerrorated by what he used to 
describe as 'the statue of IT!Y father-in-
law' . Guess who? Altogether a rewarding 
excursion on a quiet Sunday morning or 
even on a busy weekday. " 

H. G. WELLS RESEARCH 
'Pipeline' the rnagazti.ne of the Poly-
technic of North I.ondon reports, under 
the splendid pun of a headline 1 'Ihe 
Histo:ry of Mr Poly' that H.G. Wells 
Society has lent on pennanent loan a 
collection of 200 volurresto do with 
Wells who was a resident of Canrlen TOND 
at one tirre. It should l::e available for 
researdl there by September 1st and any-
me wishing to see it should contact 
Ann Winser at the Polytechnic Library 
in Prince of Wales Road, N.W.5 en 607 
2789 ext4080 

PHOIDGRAPHER3 WANTED 
Members who don't knON of it already may 
like to knON that the camaen History Society 
is responsible for a scherre whereby we em-
ploy a professional photographer to record 
the borough's buildings. When the scherre 
began in 19 7 4 it was a race against the 
bulldozers but the rate of developrrent has 
slo,Jed dCM1 of late. HCMever, at the present 
rate of expenditure the year 2000 will see 
the photographic scherre still inccmplete. 
Our photographer has recorded Highgate New 
TOND, ToJ..rrers Square, West Kentish TOND 
and pai:-ts of Covent Garden before demolition, 
and also Fitzrovia and parts of Holbom 
and Canrlen TCM.n before ITOdemisation. 'Ihe 
pictures are principally of an architectural 
nature inasmuch as we wanted to record 
the buildings and features in a rrethodical 
way. 'Ihus terraces of similar houses will 
have one or two exanples photographed, but 
individual premises will have their OND 
photograph. Contact prints of each pi~ 
ture are stored at SWiss Cottage Library 
and may be used for illustrating books, 
lectures etc. 
imat we nCM want to do is to encourage :rre:m-
bers with photographic skill to record 
Camden's street life and mood. imat seems 
ordinary and banal today, such as a traffic 
jam in Heath Street will seem quaint (at 
least we hope so) in a hundred year's ti.Ire. 
i;~ want, in short, pictures with people 
and transport in them doing ordinary or 
extraordinary things. Anyone intending 
to participate in this new scherre should 
first of all contact Malcolm HoJ..rres, the 
Local History Library on 278 4444 x3007 
or see him at SWiss Cottage Library. 



An exarrple of hOtJ' street scenes quickly date and becare a.Jm;,st 
quaint (see previous page) is this photograph from the GLC Coll-~ 
ection taken in 1945. It is at the nOtJ busy jmiction of camaen 
and Kentish TOtJ'I1 Road/Great College Street · 

BLACK COMMUNITIES IN CAMDEN 
Marika Sherwood in the Iepartrrent of 
Sociology, Polytedmic of North London, 
I.ac1broke House, Highbury Grove, N. 5 . writes : 
I am trying to do sorre research into the 
history of Black people in Britain this 
century prior to 1952. There were, for 
instance, corrmunities of Black pec:ple in 
the Carrbridge Circus area in the '30s and 
aromid Momington Crescent in the '40s. 
'Ihat they existed is virtually all I knOtJ! 
During the last war there was, I believe, 
a whole ARP crew of Blacks in the St Pan-
cras area, but the ARP records have been 
destroyed. Can anyone help? 

NEW MEMBERS 
New rrernbers include : 
Miss Helen Egford, Miss Nina Feldman, Miss 
Grace· Ramsey, Mrs Kathleen Roberts, Miss 
P. Russell-Smith and Mr and Mrs H. Studd-
ert. 

'Ihis Newsletter is published by the 
Cam::1en HistGry Society and edited by John 
Richardson, 32 Ellington Street, N. 7 to 
'Wh.an all contributions should be sent. 
'Ihe Secretary of the Society is .Mrs Jane 
Ramsay, c/o Swiss Cottage Library, Avenue 
Road N. W. 3 and the Treasurer is Miss Helen 
Iefroy at the sarre address. The Editor 
of Publications is Cllristopher Wade at 
28 Willoughby Road, N.W.3 
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West Hampstead Symposium 
Saturday, 3rd October, 2.15-Spm 
St Jarres' Olurch Hall, Sherriff Road, N.W.6 
The area between Finchley Road and Kilburn 
High Road has had very little historical 
study made on it lmtil recent years. Alas, 
still so much infonmtion remains only in 
people's rrerrories which may not therefore 
be available to future generations. Perhaps 
your merrory can help to add to our know-
ledge of the area during the a£ternoon. 
The speakers have drawn heavily from their 
:recent :research, often using sources other 
local historians may not have used, to add a 
fresh insight into the area and its people. 
The speakers are Michael Alpert with 'The 
Bus from West End Green', an historical 
account of the transport of West Hampstead; 
Dick Wendling on 'The., Battles for West End 
and Fortune Green I • Camron land and open 
spaces in many areas were lost to local peo-
ple in the 18th and 19th centuries as land 
was enclosed or sold to developers. The 
people of West Hampstead fought hard to 
preserve land they had traditionally used. 
'Ihe last speaker is Mike Redley m 'Village 
to Suburb' an accolfilt of speculative builders 
and their achieverrents. 

Publication News 
The booklet dealing with the streets of 
Olalk Fann ca:npiled by a group led by 
Anthmy Cooper is at the printers and 
Olristopher Wade is hopeful that it will 
be out in tine to make a good Olrisbnas 
present. 
'Ihe book actually covers Olalk Fann to 
Euston Road and there is no collective 
narre for that area. So, the book is en-
titled 'Olalk Fann to Euston Road. A 
Survey of West Camden Streets' . 
IVembers may also be interested to leam 
that Historical Publicatims, in assoc-
iation with the Society, is publishing a 
book on Fitzrovia, the first publication 
to deal in detail with the area. It has· 
been written by Nick Bailey, a rre.rnber of 
the Society and it is hoped to have this 
published for Olrisbnas as v,iell. It is 
profusely illustrated. 

The Peasants' Revolt 
Tuesday, October 20th, 7. 30pm 
Jack Strat.v's Castle by Whitestone Pond, 
Hampstead. (Dickens Roan) 

Six hundred years ago the Peasants' Re-
volt erupted in Essex and Kent. The in-
iquities of the feudal system and the un-
fair taxation made rren bold enough to 
risk their necks in rebellion. A great . 
rr~y did lose their necks, including Jagk 
Straw who led the group which set fire tb 
the treasurer's new manor at Highbury. · 
Andrew Prescott, of the British JV1useum, is 
presenting this talk on the anniversary 
of this famous uprising and it only right 
that we should rreet at Jack Straw's Castle, 
however trve or untrue the legend that 
his headquarters were hereabouts. 
Accormodation is limited in the Dickens 
Roan. The manager of Jack Straw's, IYtr 
Haldane, has kindly offered the room free 
and our ag:reerrent is that people should be 
admitted on a first care, first in basis. 
We have no idea how many of the clientele 
may wish to leave the bar and carre into 
the lecture - in fact it will be an int-
eresting experinent! 

Publicity Officer Wanted 
What the Society needs is a Publicity 

officer. This would involve :regular news 
i terns to the press and the extension of our. 
publications' selling outlets. It is not 
a particularly tirre consuming job but it 
does need flair, and it is an inportant 
post in the next stage of the Society's 
developrrent. If you think you might suit 
please contact the Secretary, Jane Ramsay 
at Swiss Cottage Library, Avenue Road, N. W. 3 

The Essay Competition 
'Ihe Essay Corrpetitian with its subject 
'Camden at War' was very popular. We hope 
to make·· a booklet fran the results and 
there is , at the tine of writing, an exhib-
ition at Swiss Cottage Library on the sarre 
therre which is compulsive viewing. 
The prizewinners will be announced in Novem-
ber. The next therre for our competition 
will be Carmen Schoold~ys. -



Africans in Camden 
Basil Ievertcn has responded to Marika 
Sherwood's enqui:r:y in the last Newsletter 
re black cc:mmmities in Cam::len prior to 
1952. He writes: 
Quite a number of West African residents 
'INere in l\'bmingtcn Cresrent, lrr lington 
Road and Eversholt Street. The rrost disting-
uished was the late Nigerian Chief John 
Adetayo otolorin in Jrrlington Road, who 
had lived in our neighbourhood for many 
years, until he died in 19 6 3 when he was 
aged 77. He had been held in sorre esteem 
and friendly regard by those around here and 
as a Chief did stand as one of at"!.thori ty. His 
obituary notire in the Daily Telegraph and 
St Pancras Chronicle read "otolorin. Cb July 
3rd 196 3 in London, Chief John Jl.detayo otolo-
rin of Nigeria aged 77. Ftmeral Servire at 
St Matthews Church, Oakley Square N. W .1 .. 
follo:.ved by interrrent at Fulham Cerrete:r:y, 
North Sheen. He had served in the 19 39 / 45 
war in the ~rchant NaV\J on a ship getting 
supplies to Tabruk if TI¥ rrerno:r:y is correct. 
Another Chief, Ladipo Solanke, lived at 1 
South Villas , carrrlen Square, N. W .1 and he 
was a Nigerian, the obi tua:r:y notire in the 
Ti.rres and Telegraph referred to him as 
founder of the West African Students' Union. 
'Ihe further report indicated that his 
servire was conducted by the Bishop of 
Ondo-Benin in the presenre of the Bishops 
of Lago and Ibadan ( the Lambeth Conferenre 
coincidentally had brought these Bishops 
to Landon) . Chief Solanke was aged 72 and 
I believe had been in St Pancras for many 
years presumably back to the ' 40s. 

A NEW HISTORY OF EMMANUEL CHURCH 

A new publication on Errmanuel Church, 
Lyncroft Gardens, N. W. 6 has just been 
published by Jennifer Tucker. It trares 
t ts histo:r:y from its earliest years when 
a small Mission Church was erected in 
1874 for the 300 to 400 inhabitants of 
the small hamlet of West End. It has 
over 20 illustrations, including sare 
ve:r:y old photographs of the original 
Mission Church. It costs £2.50 and can 
be obtained from Ms Tucker at 2 Hillcrest 
Court, Shoot-up Hill, N.W.2, frcm the 
Church itself, the CHS bookstall at 
rreetings or frcm the West Harrpstead Ccmn--
unity Centre at 62 Mill Lane, N.W.6. 

THE ANNOTATED POCOCK 
Christina Cee, editor of the Pocock 
Dia:r:y (published by the Society) adds 
a postscipt to Pocock' s ent:r:y for July 
21st 1829 where he says that ":£1.bschelle 
the Italian canposer left us today ..• " 
Ignaz Moscheles and his family were resi-
dent in London at Chester Plare in the 
1820s. In the life of her husband (pub-
lished in 1873) Charlotte M:>scheles writes: 
"In the early spring of this year (1829) 
M::>scheles is deeply rroved by darrestic 
sorrON and anxiety. His eldest boy died on 
the 23rd of March, and the only remaining 
child was in delicate health during the 
whole winter. "The poor rrother," he says 
in his dia:r:y, 11kna.vs nothing but anxiety, 
sorra.v and sleepless nights. One of our 
darlings is in his grave; with God' s help 
she will be spared her cne remaining 
treasure. As a man I have a load of sorra.v 
to bear, as an artist I belong to the 
public .. " Moscheles was spared the fresh 
sorro:.v that at one ti.rre seerred so irrminent. 
Change of air and srene worked so bene-
ficially on the child's health, that as 
early as June the parents were free fran 
all anxiety, and able to enjo_1 the society 
of artistic friends who visited Landon in 
this year, and 'INere carried off by Mosc-
heles to spend their Sundays with him in 
the count:r:y. " 
M::>scheles left England in August 1829. It 
would appear the the 'Change of air and 
srene that worked so beneficially ... ' was 
none other than the co:tmt:r:y air of Kilburn. 

LOCK-UP PLAQUE 
The Harrpstead Plaque Flmd continues on 
apace under the prodding of Ralph Wade. 
This ti.rre a plaque canrrem:)ratinq the 
Hanpstead Parish Lock Up was unveiled by 
the Comnisioner of Polire Sir David MdJee 
in Cannon .Lane. The lock-up was built 
cl730 and served the local parish for 
nearly 100 years when the ~t'..ropolitan 
Polire took over responsibility for 
containing suspected criminals 

CORRECTION 
Basil Levertoo remarks that the Riley car 
shcmn on our 1945 picture in the last News-
letter has a white band at the rear end 
and recalls that cars had these at either 
end as an aid in tqe black-out. 
Incidentally the caption to that picture 
was all wrong. T,b.e road junction was Royal 
College Street and camden Road (not Great 
College Street ~vhich was the old narre) • 



LINKS WITH THE LIGHT BRIGADE 
Ernest Rushbrook has sent us the follcw-
ing link between cam:3.en and the Charge of 
the Light Brigade. 
'Honour the Light Brigade' by William 
Lurrmis and Kenneth Wynn gives a list of 
narres and information about the ID3,Il who 
served in the Light Brigade during the 
Cri.Irean War. Arrong the names are 1379 
Private John Hickey who rode in the Charge, 
on the 25th October 1854 with the 4th 
Light Dragoons. During'the 1890s he was 
in the St Pancras Workhouse, blind and 
paralysed. 
1064 Private Charles Aldous rode in the 
Charge with the 17th Lancers and was sev-
erely wounded, but after discharge lived 
at 2 8 Coldbath Square, Clerkenvvell, being 
for sa:re years the Secretary of the Bala-
clava Comrrernoration Society. 
924 Private John Smith also of the 17th 
Lancers rode in the Olarge. He died in 
ST Pancras Workhouse in 1899. 
The Annual Dinner of the Balaclava Ccmn-
rremoration Society was at the Ho~rn Rest-
aurant in 1896, at the Horseshoe Hotel, 
Tottenham Court Road in 1903, and the two 
final dinners in 1910 and 1913 with 13 
and 6 survivors respectively, were at the 
Holbom Restaurant. 

THE GOOD OLD DAYS 
St Pancras Vestry in the 19th century 
was not slON to criticise its staff or 
to dismiss them. Dr Hillier, their first 
:r-'Edical Officer of Health had the te:rrer-
ity to criticise the Vestry for their 
tardiness in irrplementing public health 
rreasures and was rewarded with a pro-
longed battle to obtain an office for 
himself and furniture in_which to lock 
his papers and shelves on which to put 
his books and files. 
In 1867 Mr Curtis, a Sanitary Inspector, 
was criticised for his 'slc:wness of walk-
ing when out in the performance of his 
duties and for incivility to ratepayers' 
When intervievved he pleaded gout. He 
was reprimanded for his lack of courtesy 
and his laxity in the perfonnance of his 
work. 
Another Sanitary Inspector, Mr Hartley, 
was criticised because he had been seen 
'standing for sare tine in conversation 
with his fellCM Inspector' . He was 
cautioned as to his future behaviour 

John Richardson 

PARK REPRINTED 
Park's 1814 book on the topography and natu-
ral history of Hampstead is nON very diffi -
cult to buy even if you have the noney. 
The good news is that it is being reprinted 
in a luxm:y edition. The bad news is that 
it will be very expensive. It is being 
republished by Nottingham court Press, 4-7 
Nottingham Court, Shorts Gardens, W. C. 2 in 
Cecember 19 81. The edition will be limited 
to 550 and within that quantity there are 

three different qualities ot bindlng ranging 
from £87.50 to £225.00. 

ILLUSTRATION REQUIRED 
Have any rrembers seen any old photographs 
of_25 College Crescent, kno,,,m up to 1909 
as 11 college Terrace? Possibly even ones 
of the lONer end of Fitzjohn's Avenue may 
be of use as a postcard of this at Swiss-
Cottage library shows College Crescent in 
the foreground but only number 26 next door. 
Any information will be forwarded to the 
enquirer by Malcolm Holmes, Local Historv 
Librarian at Swiss Cci'ttage Library. -

MRS PATRICK CAMPBELL 
An Arrerican researcher is interested in 
finding out rrore about the school which 
Mrs Patrick carrpbell (1865-1940) attended 
iri Hampstead for one or two years. Her 
maiden narre was Beatrice Stella Tanner 
and the tine would be about 1876--78. Any 
leads? 

The Annual Meeting 
The Annual ~eting was held with great succ-
ess at Bedford College. The settinq, the 
exhibition, the talk and the catering were 
popular with everyone. Officers and Council 
were elected as follONs: 
PRESIDENT: Charles lee F.C.I.T. 
VICE PRESIDENTS: R.M. Robbins, W.R. Maidrrent, 
Lord Greenwood, Dr Ann Saunders, Prof. Valerie 
Pearl 
CHAIRMAN: John Richardson 
VICE CHAIRMAN: Gillian Tindall 
SECRETARY: Jane Ramsay 
TREASURER: Helen Iefroy 
PUBLICA'rIONS EDITOR: Christopher Wade 
AICHIVIST: Malcolm Holmes 

NEW MEMBERS 

New rrernbers include: 
Albert Moody, Charles and Patricia Hutton, 
Miss J. Watt, Ms P Valdez, Ridlard Con-
qu2st, Mr and Mrs J .P Lawton 



Two of the three illustrations below are topical. Cne is a picture 
of the old Jack Straw's castle (destroyed in the last War) , the 
seccnd an Edwardian scene at West End Green. Both of these are 
associated with the forthca:ning talks. The last one, of Loudon 
Road is there because its a good street scene. The cross is 
presumably to mark the hare of the correspondent. 

1!1077 Ham~steacf. Jack, Sj~aw's Castle; 

Loudoun N, W, 

.. ~·· 
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The Maps of London 
'Ihursday, Nov 19th 7. 30pm 
Swiss Cottage Library 
London is al.rrost rertainly the most 
mapped city in the world. There are rich 
rollections at the national libraries, 
the GLC and in the laldon boroughs. 
Our talk this November will assess the 
history of this treasure trove with 
particular attention being paid to 
those of north London. Our speak.er .is 
Dr Helen Wallis, fv" . .ap Librarian at the 
British Library. 

Fitzrovia - a new book 
A new book on Fitzrovia - that area 

•which enca:rpasses Tottenham Court Rd 
and Olarlotte Street is to be pub-
lished late November, in time to make 
an exrellent Olristmas present. It is 
by Nick. Bailey, a resident of Fitzrovia 
and a rrember of this Society. It takes 
the fonn of a very well illustrated 
general history and a street-by-street 
guide and is the only book, in print, 
to deal with the area. The locality's 
cultural heyday was in the 30s and 40s. 
A large part was replaced by offire 
building in the 60s but crnservation 
has been strong sinre so that the area 
retains its distinctive character. 
'Ihe book (paperback) costs £2. 90 and 
is published by Historical Publications 
Ltd- in association with Cam::len History 
Society. It will be obtainable from 
bookshops and the CHS stand at :rreetings 
or else by post from CHS Publications , 
28 Willoughby Road, N.W.3 plus 43p 
postage and packing. 

We are hoping that Nick Bailey 
will give an illustrated talk on 
Fitzrovia in January but so far the 
date and venue are not ronfi:r:rred. 

Disraeli - a local man 
who made good 
Wednesday, 16th Iecerrber, 7.30pm 
Holbom Central Library, 
Theobalds Road, W. C. 1 

Benjamin Disraeli died a hundred years 
ago. He was bom at 22 Theobalds Road 
(near the venue for our talk). He was 
desrended fran a family of Levantin e 
Jews but was baptised a Olristian wheh 
he was 13. He was, of course, a nove-
list of repute as well as a statesman 
and his rema.Ikable career will be des-
cribed by Frederick. McArdell, curator 
of Hughenden Manor, High Wycanbe, Dis-
raeli's hare for many years. 

Publication News 
With this Newsletter is enclosed your copy 
of Camden History Review No 9. 'Ihe article 
on Admiral's House by Felicity Ma.1:pole 
rontains a local history scoop in sh~ing 
that an admiral did not, as is carru:ronly 
said, reside there. It contains also · . 
Isobel Watson's fascinating acrount of the 
developrrent of M:xlel Housing in cam:len and 
much more besides. Additional copies may 
be obtained from CHS Publications, 28 
Willoughby Road, N.W.3 price £1 plus 20p 
postage, as also can back. nurrbers of the 
Review 

LOCAL HISTORY EVENING CLASSES 
The Camden Institute has a small group of 
people interested in studying the history 
of Camden. If you would like to join the 
group please contact Valerie Michaelson, 
Head of the Liberal Studies Ieparbnent, by 
writing to her at the Camden Institute, 87 
Holrres Road, N. W. 5 or by telephoning on 
267 1791 or 267 1414. (Leave your narre, 
address and phone number and Miss Michael-
sm wil:J_ contact you). 'Ihe group wilJ.:. 
rreet each Wednesday from 7. 30 to 9 . 30pm at 
Haverstock School, Crogsland Road, N.w.,i 
from the 13th January 1982 if sufficient 
people join. 



Essay Competitions Past 
and Present 
The Prize winners of our four-ch Essay 
Cc:rnpeti tion 'Carrrlen At War' are: 
1st Prize (£10) (Ibnated by the Ham & 
High) - .Mrs Elizabeth Sadler, Coachman's 
Cottage, Thankerton, Biggar, Lanarks. 
2nd Prize (£5) (Ibnated by Ovll Bookshop) 
Michael Rubinstein, 2 South Square, N.W.11 
3rd Prize (£3) Miss Judith Todd, Ash 
Lodge, 40 The Green, N.14 
4th Prize (£2) Dr Louise Eickhoff, Llidi-
art Road, M:Jel-y-Garth, Welshpool 
This carpetition attracted more entries 
than usual, rrostly from ex camden resi-
dents. The Society, possibly in collab-
oration with the carnaen Libraries Dept, 
hope to publish a booklet of wartirre 
reminiscences. In this connection we 
would like to know, just to round the 
subject up, if anyone has Boer War mem-
ories ! · 

The subject of the next carpetition is 
'camden Schooldays' . Entries can be 
personal reminiscences or transcribed 
rremories of others. Local schools may 
like to take this on as a project, in~ 
terviewing former pupils and writing up 
the result. 
were they the happiest days of your life? 
Were the teachers strict? What happened 
to the problem pupils? Was there a pun-
ishrrent book? Was there a teacher who 
was particularly renembered - or indeed 
were you a teacher in ear lier days when 
teaching rrethods, equipment and buildings 
were so very different? What sort of 
ga:rres and sports did you play? 
Schools of all types are eligible, cater- -
ing for any age group. In addition 
colleges and any further educational 
establishrrents can be included. However 
a school must have been in what is nav 
Camden. 
For those mable to collect reminiscences 
or have none themselves, an essay on 
the history of a school would be fine. 
For an entry fonn please send a SAE to 
Christopher Wade, 28 Willoughby Road, 
N.W. 3. Prizes will be roughly as the 
previous carpetition and the judges will 
be Rosemary Weinstein of the MUsetnn of 
London, Jlfi.alcolm Holrres , Local History 
Librarian and Christopher Wade. Closing 
date for entries is 30 April 1982 

LIGHTING COLUMNS LISTED 
Peter Scott vrri tes : 
'Ihe Department of the Environrrent has 
rerently included 12 St Pancras public 
lighting columns on the Statutory List of 
Buildings of Architectural or Historical 
Interest. Eleven of them are in the 
centre of Tottenham Court- Road. 'Ihis 
street was the first to be lit electric-
ally by St Pancras Vestry, the first muni-
cipal authority in London to adopt the 
electric light system. 'Ihese columns, 
which bear later alterations, were origi-
nally lit in January 1892. Three of the 
columns display the (incorrect, in herald-
ic terms) . St Pancras coat of anns. 
'Ihe ren:iaining column is at the north west 
corner of Gordon Square. It is the last 
St Pancras vestry column to retain its 
original carbon arc larrp cradle-type fit-
ting, although converted to take an in-
candescent lamp. It has remained unlit 
since 19 76. ltrlder the acanthus leaf 
decoration the door displays the Vestry 
seal - St Pancras standing on a Roman 
soldier. 
Further details re the St Pancras light-
ing columns are published in "Vestry Arc" 
by Peter Scott from 11 Duffield Close, 
Greenhill, Harrow, Middx price 90p plus 
30p postage. 

THE PRIORY MULBERRY TREES 
Jenny Woolf writes : 
In the Newsletter of January 1981 it was 
thought that all but one of the mulberry 
trees marking the boundaries of the Kil-
burn Priory estate had disappeared. How-
ever I suspect that one other exists -
in the gromds of George Eliot Infants' 
School which adjoins Boundary Road. I 
have also heard from Miss Cornforth of 
42 Birchingtoo Road who says that one 
near St Mary' s Church, in the garden of 
132 Abbey Ro21.d has unfortunately been 
cut down recently. 

MEMBERS 
New ~mbers include: 
Albert IVTDOdy, Mr and Mrs Hutton, Miss 
J. Watt, Ms--P. Valdez, Alex and Roberta 
de Joia, Richard Conquest, :Mr and IVT..rs 
J.P Lawtoo 



ii 
On the morning of Saturday, October 
27th, 1907, West Harrpstead Metropolitan 
Line station was engulfed in fog. At ten 
to eight, neighbouring streets were shaken 
by a loud crash, following by a frighten-
ing rending noise. Crowds rushed on to 
the footbridge at the south end of the 
platforms. A horrifying sight emerged 
from the swirling fog. On the do;,m side, 
roughly where the northbound Metropolitan 
track runs today, one train standing in 
the station had been run into from behind 
by another. 'Ihe front carriage of the 
second train had pierced the last coach 
of the first one and reared up through the 
roof. 
A few passengers on the first train strug-
gled out and rushed back to the impacted 
carriage. A number of men were pinned 
under the wreckage. Passengers and staff 
set to work. Amid the debris they found 
three rren horribly crushed by the burrpers, 
and three more still alive, including the 
driver of the second train, still in his 
cab. 
The police-station in West End Lane, opp-
osite St James' church, notified local 
doctors. Fearing a heavy toll the police 
arranged for the neighbouring West Hanp-
stead Tawn Hall to be used as an emergency 
mortuary. Only three rren, ha,vever, were 
killed in the crash. 'Ihey were a Woodford 
butcher working at Ainslie's of 330 West 
End lane, a carpenter from Clerkenwell 
on his way to Harrow, and a Dulwich man 
vvho worked for his father's cleaning firm 
and was bound for Willesden Green. Haopi -
ly the cars had remained 1..I!Jright, thus 
removing any danger of fire or electro-
cution. The Town Hall (not municipal 
headquarters but merely a large hall for 
hiring), was not needed. 
¾'hat had caused the collision? A Board 
of Trade enquiry, a coroner's inquest, 
and finally a trial for manslaughter at 
the Old Bailey would reveal a strange con-
catenation of circumstances, sane unanswer-
ed questions and a conscience-stricken 
railway crnpany. 

'Ihe driver of the second train had found 
the fog very heavy at West Hanpstead. As 
he began to apply his brakes the standing 
train loorred up through the fog too late 
for him to stop. 

But why was the first train still there and 
why was. the second train free to proceed? The 
answer could only be given by Signalman Hollis 
who since 1895 had worked in the signal box 
at the south end of West Hanpstead. Hollis 
overslept that morning and came on duty forty 

minutes late at 6. 40am. The night signalman 
covered for him. Nevertheless, his lateness 
led to insinuations that he was still agitatec 
over an hour later when the crash occurred. In 
fact the level of calm and discipline re-
quired by the signalman was astounding. An-
swering a question put by.his area union 
secretary, Hollis stated that he had to book 
and clear 201 passenger trains alone through 
West Hanpstead betvveen 6am and 2pm. 
Hollis said that in the foggy conditions of 
that morning he thought that the first train 
had left the station and claimed that his 
indicators showed that it had passed into 
the next section on its way to Kilburn, He 
did not check visually because he could not 
in the fog. Asked why he had not requested 
a man to be placed on the platform to call 
up train movements to him, Hollis claimed 
that he had previously been refused such help. 
The Board of Trade inspector claimed that 
Hollis must have tanpered with the mechanism 
in order to give the second train the signal 
to corre into the station. Some splinters 
of glass found in the box later that day led 
to the suspicion that Hollis had broken the 
glass case in order to move the instrurrents. 
The irquest, on November 20th, returned a 
verdict of culpable negligence. 'Ihe next 
day Hollis was charged with manslaughter. 
The Metropolitan Railway suspended him on 
full pay and put up his bail. At the 
trial at the Central Criminal Court on Jan 
10th, 1908, Hollis and the witnesses repeat-
ed their story. The judge surmed up that 
a verdict of manslaughter would require 
'qross' not 'rrere' negligence. Hollis's 
negligence had lain in not checking vis-
ually that the first train had actually 
left. Behind the judge's direction lay the 
awareness that Hollis could hardly be blamed 
for the fog or the n1Sh with which he had 
to work. The judge's hint was taken by 
the jury 'which acquitted the signalman. 
Irrplicitly then, the J\18tropolitan Railway 
was at fault. Press comment was that a 
service of the frequency of the recently-
electrified Met. ought not to rely on the 
skill of an overworke¢1 signalman,· espec-
ially since the semi-automatic apparatus 
was so liable to malfunction. 

In its defence, the Metroplitan pointed out 
that this was the first accident since it 
had cormenced operations in 1863. It was 
also the first accident of its kind with 
electric signalling. l\11 the same, the 
corrpany made no bones about paying clai111S 
without argurrent to the relatives of the 
dead and to the injured, and automatic sig-
nalling was rapidly proceeded with. 

Michael Aloert 



HELP WANTED 
Angela Taylor, Local Projects Liaison 
Officer at the Polytechnic of North 
London writes : 
The Polytechnic needs a voluntary part-
tirre archivist to help. OUr records 
go back to 1880 and cover both the edu-
cational and more general local history. 
We have two collections, one relating 
to the North Western Polytechnic., open-
ed in 1929 and the other relating to 
the Northern Porlytechnic q)ened in 
~ 6ideal helper would work independ-
ently but under IT¥ supervision for a 
minimum of a half-day a fortnight. 
Unfortunately weekend work is not 
possible but sorre evenings are. 
Please contact rre at 6072789 Ext 2451 
or Ann Winser on Ext. 4082. 

GEORGE WILLIAMS 
Geoffrey Pallrer, Director of Christian 
Pw:poses and Special Projects at the 
YMCA in Great Russell Street, points out 
that 1982 will be the centenary of the 
Naticnal Council of YM:::As in this country. 
He feels that there should be sarre fitting 
reminder that George Williams, the princi-
pal founder of the YMCA was a resident 
of Blocmsbury for 50 years. He 1i ved at 
30 Woburn Square fran 1855~1880 and fran 
then until 1905 at 13 Russell Square. Un-
fortunately the first address was derrol-
ished c1971 and is nCM occupied by a path-
way between Faculties of the University 

..• ' 
and the second was derrnlished in 1939 
and is replaced by a building currently 
used by the CHSS. 
It is the GLC' s policy only to put plaques 
on residences which still exist and Mr 
Palrrer is therefore interested to hear 
of any alternative ideas to mark the 
residence of George Williams. He is, 
incidentally, CCimE1IOrated in both West--
minster Abbey and St Paul's Cathedral. In 
the Abbey there are two portraits of him 
in stained glass and in St Pauls there is 
his tcmb in the Cl:ypt and a bust with a 
:rrerrorial on the wall. 
Anyone interested in learning more about 
George Williarrs will find a booklet 
published by the Iondon Central YMCA 
in 1975 entitled 'A Man in his Setting: 
'Ihe relevance of George Williams' by 
Dr Clyde Binfield, very useful. 

BURGH HOUSE EVENTS 
The events at Burgh House include: 
Nov 22: 3pm Illustrated talk: Iestor-
ation of Stained Glass by June Iennox 
of the Glass Conservation D2pt, V & A 
D2c 3 t 8pm, Fe.lix Apraharnian talks on 
the Music of London .::n the 1930s 
T~c 11, 8pm, Architecture in the 
Twenties and Thirties by Alan Po.vers 
The nruseum has had a rich haul of 
acquisitions during the last few 
rnonths .. an old fork head found on the 
Blue Star site, a school ink-pot dug up 
near the Rosslyn Hill chapel, a clay 
pipe given by Mr H. Frank, a large 
photograph of Cllristchurch choir cl933 
etc. 

ITINERANT ROUNDABOUTS 
Marguari ta Fuller writes : 

I was looking through IT¥ late fatherts 
old photos and found this illustration 
of his mobile roundabout. 'Ihe kids used 
to get a free ride on it in exchange 
for a jam jar. It was taken sarewhere 
near J\llornington Crescent. 
(Ed. note: A street narre visible on the 
original photo is Wybert Street, which 
was off Munster Square) 

THE SOCIETY 
'Ibis Newsletter is published by the' 
Carrden History Society and edited by John 
Richardson, 32 Ellington Stree-t, N. 7 to 
whan all contributions should be sent. 
'Ihe Secretary of the Society is Mrs Jane 
Rarnsa,y, c/o SWiss Cottage Library, Avenue 
Road N. W. 3 and the Treasurer is Miss Helen 
Iefroy at the sarre address. 'Ihe Edi tor 
of Publications is Christopher Wade at 
28 Willoughby Road, N.W.3 


